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Dear Reader, 

The impact of the Covid19 pandemic on interna-
tional relations has been the object of much spe-
culation among experts, trying to predict what 
the “day-after” would look like.  

While the crisis is far from over, this study by the 
EUISS looks at the main trends before the pan-
demic, analyses the spaces opening up for 
change so far, and takes a foresight look by ex-
ploring possible scenarios for the world and the 

European Union in 2025. It provides food for thought to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs (AFET) in view of its priority setting and initiatives, for 
the months and years to come.  

This is timely, as the European Parliament is actively taking its share in 
shaping a more autonomous EU Foreign and Security Policy, at a time of 
geopolitical reconfiguration and great power tussling .  

 

David McAllister, MEP 
Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

 

The briefings on the commitments made at 
the hearings of Commissioner-Designate 
Mairead McGuinness (Financial Services, 
Financial Stability and the Capital Markets 
Union), and Commission Executive Vice-
President/Commissioner-designate, Valdis 
Dombrovskis (Trade) are now available.  

» Commitments briefings 

 

COMMISSIONERS-DESIGNATE 

COMMITMENTS BRIEFINGS 
FOCUS 

In international relations, the Covid 
crisis is seen either as a game-
changer or as an accelerator of 
trends. Putting it in a time  
perspective can help us think the day 
after. 

While the Covid19 crisis is far from 
over, this study requested by the 
AFET Committee looks at the impact 

on geopolitics. It assesses the geopolitical trends, lays out the space for  
action and change created by the disruption, and explores the trends and 
uncertainties in three possible scenarios for the world and the EU in 2025. 

  

Scan the QR code 
to access the publication 

ENVI  Climate Change and Health  
Webinar  
28 October 2020  - 12:00-13:30  

PETI  New Disability Strategy 2020-
2030  
Workshop - room JAN6Q1 
28 October 2020 - 16:45-18:45 

CONT  Open spaces at the EU  Institu-
tions versus traditional work spaces  
Workshop  / Virtual meeting  
29 October 2020 - 09:00-11:00  

INTA  Data flows, artificial intelligence 
and international trade  
Workshop 
November 2020  

TRAN  Emerging technologies trans-
forming the transport sector     
Study presentation  
10 November 2020  - 13:45-14:45 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Policy Department for External Relations  

AT A GLANCE 
Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658180/IPOL_BRI(2020)658180_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/639316/EXPO_BRI(2020)639316_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/639316/EXPO_BRI(2020)639316_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/commitments-made-at-the-hearings-of-mair/product-details/20201009CAN57826
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/climate-change-and-health/product-details/20201001WKS02961
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/603511/EXPO_STU(2020)603511_EN.pdf


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

With suitable modifications of monetary policy strategy, and better use of the  
authority delegated to it, the ECB could greatly improve its success in fulfilling its 
mandate. This study,  provided by Policy Department A at the request of the  
committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON), examines the ECB's mandate 
and the unique challenges it faces. Based on this analysis, it recommends that re-
cent, temporary corrections lead to permanent adjustments to the ECB’s monetary 
policy strategy.  

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies  

Rural areas face social, structural and geographical challenges, but possess valuable 
inherent environmental, cultural and social assets. Non-urban areas cover more 
than 90% of the EU territory and are home to nearly 30% of the EU population. 
Cohesion Policy provides a long-term and dependable financial framework for rural 
areas, while allowing flexibility for Member States and regions to tailor their spen-
ding in accordance with their specific characteristics  

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies  

The eCommerce Directive has played an important role in the digital economy and 
online information environment. Now it is being applied in a completely changed 
context. This study addresses automated filtering of online content. It introduces 
automated filtering of user-generated materials and presents the filtering technolo-
gies deployed to different types of media. It also discusses the main critical issues 
under the present legal framework and proposals for a future Digital Services Act.  

Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs 

The study aims to provide data and related analysis on the topic of operating budge-
tary balance, its failures and limitations and to deliver evidence of the positive out-
comes. When assessing the benefits Member States receive from the European 

Union budget, they primarily focus on their individual net positions, i.e. the net balance between their national 
contributions and the transfers received from the EU budget.  

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs  

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS JOIN THE NETWORK 
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AFET     EU-Iran relations - Oct 2020 Policy departments provide in-house and  
external expertise to support EP  
committees and other parliamentary bod-
ies in shaping legislation and exercising  
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  

Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses 

EMPL     Gaps in EU labour law: Who is (not) covered by key Directives  

  Oct 2020 

PECH   Impact of the use of offshore wind and other marine  

  renewables on Euro  - Oct 2020 

CONT      The largest 50 beneficiaries of CAP and Cohesion in EU  

  member states -  Nov 2020  

LIBE      The impact of EP action on the development and defence of  

  LGBTI rights  - Nov 2020 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652753/IPOL_STU(2020)652753_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652210/IPOL_STU(2020)652210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/657101/IPOL_STU(2020)657101_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/654525/IPOL_STU(2020)654525_EN.pdf
mailto:ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu
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